
Solar for All Application 

Partner’s Meeting

8.3.2023



Agenda
I. Welcome 

II.  Maryland Application Strategy, Path to Application & Beyond Timelines

III.   EPA Letters of Support Classifications/LOS Templates

IV.  MOA Document/Explanation

V.   Key Narrative Components & Meaningful Benefits for Evaluation of Submittals  

VI.   EPA and MCEC Scoring Systems

VII.   Workplan & Timeline Forms

VIII.  Budget Forms & Guidance

IX.   Resource Page on MCEC Website

X.   Work Group Sign Up

XI.   Adjourn
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Welcome Back
8/3/2023
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Maryland Application Strategy

• Target Audiences: Low income, private and publicly owned housing or community 

residential serving solar

• Projects serving or assisting to deliver single family residential roof top, multi-family 

residential solar or residential serving community solar; with or without associated 

storage; and some efficiency, weatherization or remediation for readiness

• Solar industry workforce development initiatives; which may be combined with 

installation

• Consumer and/or community outreach and education efforts to target audiences

• Focus on creating and implementing sustainable statewide solutions that may be 

implemented at the local level
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Review of Eligible Categories
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Path to Application & Beyond 
Timelines

• Coalition Partners & Sub-Recipients to submit LOS, MOA and as appropriate Budget 

Template and Work Plan Timeline & Template.

• Intake Forms submitted and sorted for consideration by workgroups by 8/26

• Work groups meet and develop recommended Work Plans for implementation to be 

reviewed by overall partners group by 9/7

• MCEC will compile and combine workplans to align with key strategies and draft the 

appropriate documents for application submittal.

• Coalition Partners review Draft Application on or around 9/15 final edits by 9/20.

• Application Submittal 9/26
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Path to Application & Beyond 
Timelines
• EPA Notification of Award July 2024

• MOUS Signed July through September 2024

• Funds Distributed to Primary and Sub-recipients (in phases based on deliverables)

• RPF for Project Partners Released August 2024 as long as EPA MOU is in place

• Reponses Due October 2024 (EPA recommends 60 days open)

• Proposals Reviewed and Evaluated for Possible Investment November/December 

2024

• Deployment (Length of Planning Phase?? January-June 2025)
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EPA Letter of Support Classifications
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Letters of Support
• Letter of Support Attachment I—Template—Meaningful Benefits Plan (CBOs, unions, industry 

associations, workforce development programs, worker centers)

• Letter of Support Attachment J—Template—Distributed Solar Power Marketing Strategy Plan 
(Coalition partners: public utility commissions, utilities, governor’s offices, state agency lead sponsors, 
local governments, legislative support)

• Letter of Support Attachment K—Template—Project Deployment Technical Assistance Plan 
(CBOs, non-profits, unions, industry associations, worker’s centers, workforce development 
organizations, contractors and project developers)

• Letter of Support Attachment L—Template—Equitable Access and Meaningful Involvement Plan 
(CBOs, public housing authorities, utilities, rural utilities, unions, affordable housing developers)

• Please make sure you are using the right template- Coalition Partners should use only Attachment 

Template J; Sub-recipients may use Attachment Templates J, K or L; and potential Project Partners 

should use the template with the classification description that most closely aligns to the type of business 

entity or organization

• Letters are each worded differently, so when transferred to your letterhead, please identify the associated 

letter for the template you used in the file name you upload: e.g. LOS Template J- MDCOUNTY P
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Memorandum of Agreement
 

• MOAs to be submitted by Coalition Partners and potential eligible Sub-recipients ONLY

• Form available online by the end of the day
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Key Narrative Components
Key Question: How will you enable an equitable, rapid deployment of distributed solar and 

associated storage with meaningful benefit to low-income and disadvantaged communities?

• Impact Assessment—Describe market environment, use AVERT tool to measure CO2 emissions avoided

• Distributed Solar Market Strategy—Describe market barriers to residential serving solar deployment in 

Maryland

• Financial Assistance Strategy—How will eligible financial assistance by used to enable low-income and 

disadvantaged communities to deploy and benefit from solar?

• Project Deployment Technical Assistance Strategy—How will you support communities and other solar 

market stakeholders with technical assistance to develop project pipeline and deploy solar

• Meaningful Benefit Plan—20% of household savings to program beneficiaries; increase low-income and 

disadvantaged households access to solar through financing projects & deployment options; increase resiliency 

and grid benefits; facilitate ownership models; invest in quality jobs

• Equitable Access & Meaningful  Involvement Plan—Describe your customer acquisition strategy and how it 

will maximize solar deployment across Maryland

• Program Planning Timeline & Workplace Narrative—describe the plan outlined in the EPA form
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Meaningful Benefits
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EPA Scoring Systems
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MCEC Scoring Systems

Evaluative Criteria

Program Objectives Eligible Tech Grant Funded Activities

50 50 50 30 30 30 30 20 20 20

GHG 
Reduction

Serve LI & DAC 

(Identified by CJEST, EJ 
Screen, GDLIH, PPAH)

Mobilize 
Capital

Resi 
Rooftop

Resi Serv. 
Comm 
Solar

Assoc. 
Storage

Enabling 
Upgrades

Financial 
Assist

Project Deployment 
& Tech Assist     

(includes workforce dev, 
O&E; Util Coord., etc)

Admin
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Meaningful Benefits
New Existing Outcomes Outputs

see NOFO pg 21&22

30 30 30 30 30 30 40 50 600

Household 
Savings

Equitable 
Savings

Resilience 
Benefits

Community 
Ownership

Workforce Dev & 
Entreperneurship

Catalyzes Public 
& Private 

Sector 
Participation

Program Income 
(fees, interest, P&I 
pmts.,dividends, asset 
sales, other)

Other 
Considerations 
(MBE, Scaleable 

Model, etc.)



Workplan Timeline & Guidance

15



Workplan & Timeline Guidance

• Budget Form Template from GGRF/Solar for All Website: https://www.epa.gov/greenhouse-gas-

reduction-fund/solar-all#resources

• There are 5 tabs to be completed on the worksheet
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https://www.epa.gov/greenhouse-gas-reduction-fund/solar-all#resources
https://www.epa.gov/greenhouse-gas-reduction-fund/solar-all#resources


Budget Forms & Guidance
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Budget Guidance

• EPA Budget Detail Guidance: https://www.epa.gov/grants/rain-2019-g02

• EPA Indirect Cost Guidance: https://www.epa.gov/grants/rain-2018-g02-r

• Budget Form Template from GGRF/Solar for All Website: https://www.epa.gov/greenhouse-gas-

reduction-fund/solar-all#resources
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https://www.epa.gov/grants/rain-2019-g02
https://www.epa.gov/grants/rain-2018-g02-r
https://www.epa.gov/greenhouse-gas-reduction-fund/solar-all#resources
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Resource Page MCEC Website

• Link:  https://www.mdcleanenergy.org/solar-for-all/
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https://www.mdcleanenergy.org/solar-for-all/


Work Group Signup 

Approx. 107 participants on weekly Solar for All Meeting List

Work groups will recommend strategies

Pick a workgroup!

• Workforce Development

• Leah Miller

• Financing & Investment Strategies

• Lynn Heller

• Outreach & Education

• Leah Miller

Focus on drafting language for Key Narrative Components, Identifying Financing 

and Investment Strategies, Timelines and Budgets

20



Feedback and Questions
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Amy Gillespie

Grant Administrator & Compliance Officer

Phone: 301-314-6091

Email: agillespie@mdcleanenergy.org

mailto:agillespie@mdcleanenergy.org
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